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between the Sikhs and the Government, He wanted
me to accompany him to Sir Edward Maclagan, and
to suggest improvements in   the   Gurdwara  Bill
then before  the   Punjab   Legislative   Council   I
declined to do so, on the ground of being a prisoner
in jail and fnnctus offkio as the President of the
Sharomani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee,   In
the end he obtained the lease of the disputed pro-
perty and afforded the Government an opportunity
to wriggle out of an untenable position.   We were
furious against him. and 1 called and cross-examined
him in Court.  He made a clean breast of the whole
affair.   From his statement it was quite clear that
he was not actuated by any selfish motive, but
through tenderness of heart   From that time I
have known Sir Ganga Ram as he really was,   I
blamed him much for his action in the Guru ka Bagh
affair, as it extricated the Government from a critical
position, and enabled it to detain thousands  of
Sikhs in jail with impunity*   He shed many tears,
and sometimes cried like a child in pain when
assuring me that he had received definite promises
of release which were not being fulfilled.   ! found
him in a very happy frame o! mind when the general
release of Guru ka Bagh prisoners was carried out
in the end of April 1923,   After that too he had
been approaching the authorities for the release of
other Sikh prisoners* and has had frequent con-
slices with Panthic workers for the purpose,"
Ta the words of Sardar Mangal Singh, the